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EARLY CHILDHOOD
Kindergarten

Kindergarten is the start of a new era I
your child experiences sets the pattern for years to come.

Your role as first educators is a most important and respected one, so please

n

feel free to share your i1ideas and concern

the Kindergarten staff.

The best times for you to contact the Kindy centre are between:

Monday to Friday 7.45am -8:00am and 2:30pm - 3:00pm

All Kindergarten aged students will be attending programs that run for 15 hours
per week. Although Kindy is a pre compulsory year, once a child is enrolled in

this program it is compulsory for them to attend. Any absences need to be
explained to the school either verbally or in written form.

Aims of the Wickham Primary School Kindergarten Program

Create a happy, secure, motivating environment that encourages the
devel opment of childrends social, emot.i

Assist children to develop a positive self  -image.

Encourage children to become independent and able to make choices.

Encourage parental interest and participation in the program.
SESSION SCHEDULE

Kindergarten sessions will be on a fortnightly rotating roster. We usually run two
kindy classes but this all depends on student numbers. Each class will rotate
opposite to each other for example;

Kindy Blue: Week 1 will be 3 full days a week (Mon, Tue, Wed) and Week 2 will
be 2 full days (Mon, Tue).

Kindy Yellow: Week 1 will be 2 full days (Thu, Fri) and Week 2 will be 3 full days
(Wed, Thu, Fri).

Class placements and term planner schedules will be emailed or posted to
parents in Term 4 2022. Any special class requests need to be submitted in
writing to the Principal. Please note however these reasons will be considered
but are not guaranteed.
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ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

It is recommended that parents bring their children to school after 8:00am.
Please wait with your child outside the classroom until the door is open.
Children should not be left unaccompanied at any time.

Parents are required to collect children at 2:30pm.

Please let the school know by phone or in writing if your child is absent.

Please let the school know if your child has contracted a communicable illness.
If a person other than the custodial parent is picking up a child from school,
please ensure the school is notified beforehand. You may contact the school
on 9185 8500 if there are changes to whom will be picking up your child.

YOU ARE WELCOME

You are always welcome to come inside and look around the classroom.

Children like to share what they have been doing, and there is always plenty to
see. At the start of each session we always allow some free time for children to do
some puzzles or read a book. Please feel free to join in with these activities before
the class begins.

WHAT TO BRING

Children should bring a school bag each day to carry home notes, shoes, spare
clothing and all the trimmings of a day at kindergarten. Large bags that are

easily opened and closed are best. Tricky clips and locks can be so frustrating for
small fingers. The children are encouraged to be responsible for their own
belongings, and this is much easier for us to foster if all their things can be

coll ected in one place. Please write your
bags just in case another child has one si
CLOTHING
Students are expected to wear school uniform. Our school uniform options are:

Royal blue skirt or shorts

School polo shirt

School dress
Please provide a spare change of clothes , clearly labelled, to be left in the
bottom of your childds bag in case of acci
Al t hough the children wear aprons for ©6mes

clothes completely clean.
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SUN PROTECTION

It is school policy that all children wear a Wickham Primary School hat when
playing outside; therefore, all children must bring a hat in their bag to wear during

outside play each day. Remember 00No hat, play in the
Sharing hats promotes the spreading of head lice and it is recommended each
child have their own hat to wear, <cl ea
RECESS

I n the interests of child
health, no sweets or chewing gum are permitted

at school. For their recess break the children are
required to bring along fruit, vegetables, rice

crackers, popcorn or dried fruit and a water bottle.

LUNCH

Children will need to bring their lunch and a drink
bottle. Please clearly label all containers. It would
be advisable to use an ice pack or a frozen juice
box to help keep their lunches cool. We like to
encourage healthy eating and would prefer the
children bring along something nutritional, leaving
treats for home time. Wickham Primary School is o\ .
ONut and All ergy Friendlyd so no Nutel
butter please.

Our canteen is operated by the school's P&C Association. A canteen menu will
be issued to children in each family during the first week. The canteen operates
on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays only.

Children are to place their lunch orders in the basket in their classroom in the
morning. Please follow these instructd.i
Clearly print your childds name, room
outside of an envelope or paper bag.
Place the correct money inside and seal the envelope.
Online Orders need to be placed before 8.30am (please see the QuickCliq
information pamphlet).

All children can order their lunch from the canteen however morning recess and
lunch time ice cream sales from the canteen are not available to Kindergarten
students.
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LABELS

All clothing, hats, shoes and bags should be clearly labelled so that lost
property can be kept to a minimum.

PARENT ROSTER

A parent help roster will be organised in the early weeks of
Term 2. This will allow students to settle into their new
Kindergarten routine. All parents are welcome and
encouraged to volunteer to help out after this initial period.

Duties may include:
supervising children in small activity groups
preparing fruit for snack time
helping to clean up after activity time
general supervision of children.

Parent help is valuable, because it means more specialised work can be
completed with:

groups of children who need extra help

children who work and concentrate better in smaller groups

children who need extension work to provide greater challenges.

Making the time to help out at Kindergarten also shows your child that you are
interested in the things he/she does while away from home.

Parents, grandparents and caretakers are most welcome.
CHILDREN'S POSSESSIONS

Children are discouraged from bringing their toys to school as it is upsetting if
they are lost or inadvertently damaged. There are sufficient interesting things
for the children to play with in the classroom.

BIRTHDAYS

We are happy for the children to celebrate their birthday at school. You are

guite welcome to bring small cakes (cupcakes are great!), icy poles or

something similar for your childds group,
It is important that we are informed of any allergies or special diets that your

child has (ie. Nut allergies, gluten or egg free diets).

LAUNDRY ROSTER

You will appreciate that aprons, towels and occasionally dolls or dress -up
clothing must be washed. Each week we will ask one child to take home the

laundry.




WHAT TO DO ON THEIR FIRST DAY

Come into the classroom with your child, have a look around and meet the
staff. Place fruit in the basket inside the door. Your child will be given a name
tag and allocated a hook on which to hang his/her bag.

Settle your child on the 6matdé area with
you say goodbye and reassure your child you will be returning.

Please do not be too concerned about tears as this is common in the early
days and usually lasts only a few minutes. If this is not the case we will phone
you and discuss the situation.

SLEEP

It is important your child has sufficient sleep, especially in the first few weeks of
school. The new environment, people, experiences and rules are exciting but
tiring.

NOTICES

Information regarding Kindergarten will be communicated via Connect/

DOJO or the school ds private Facebook pag
Facebook page must be accompanied with an answer to the privacy

guestion. Please ensure email addresses are kept up to date.

Parent/ Guardian 1 and 2 will each automatically receive a Connect

username at the beginning of the school year. Please notify the school if either

Parent / Guardian does not wish to be included in Connect communication.

The classroom teacher will let you know of your DOJO login and password

and how DOJO operates.

Other hard copy notices may be issued when arrangements are being made
for special events and general notices —

will appear on classroom noticeboards
and via Connect and Facebook.

ITEMS REQUIRED BY KINDERGARTEN
CHILDREN

Copies of booklists and order forms are
available from the school office,

although these will also be made
available to parents to collect during

the transition session.

Please ensure that all personal items are
clearly mar ked wameh
e.g. water bottles, lunch boxes, hats.




Communication

Wickham Primary uses many forms of communication with the school
community, including Connect. Connect is a learning, support and
communications platform developed by the Department of Education WA for
staff, students and parents in public schools. Each parent will be given their
own secure login to Connect. Connect is totally free and, because it is

provided by the Department of Education, very safe. As well as being able to
log into Connect on any internet  -connected device, you may also receive
notices from Connect that will be sent to you as either an email or a

notification on your phone.

Wickham Primary School also has a Facebook page. Please note that the
Facebook page is for Parents, Carers and Staff of Wickham Primary School
only. Once you select to join the page, an administrator will need to approve
your request, please feel free to contact the school office if your request hasn't
been approved by Week 2 of the school year.

Wickham Primary also has a website with links to many exciting features, as
well as important information regarding enrolment, curriculum, notes,
payments, uniform shop times and canteen news.

WPS also utilises an automated SMS program that will notify you if your child is
absent from school. You may reply directly to the SMS or call the office to
notify us of your child's absence / reason.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1427686097469989/http://

www.wickhamprimaryschool.wa.edu.au/

Medical Conditions / Medications

Kindy enrolment forms ask you to indicate any known student medical
conditions. If at any time your child develops a medical condition please

notify the school of the change as soon as possible. We will ask you to amend
the enrolment forms and possibly meet with staff to discuss any additional
requirements/training needed to support your child.

Medication cannot be administered at school without signed parental
permission. If at any time your child needs medication (antibiotics etc)
administered during school hours, please make sure you complete an
Administration of Medication form available at the front office.

If your child has an ongoing medical condition such as anaphylaxis or asthma,
it is the parentds responsibility to
Epipen) to the school. This medication will be stored in the Kindy room and
administered as needed.
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